
Photography is the story I fail to put into words.’ Destin Sparks

Year 11- GCSE Photography
Learning Journey

11
YEAR

Shoot 1
Minimum of 200 photographs 

in response to chosen 
photographer and theme.

Shoot 2
Minimum of 200 photographs in response 

to chosen photographer and theme. 
Refinement from shoot 1.

Shoot 3
Minimum of 200 photographs in response 

to chosen photographer and theme. 
Refinement from shoot 2.

Between September and 
December in year 11 

students will be refining 
coursework projects ready 

for final submission in 
December. In the January 

of year 11 students will 
begin the exam process and 

will select a set question 
from the exam paper 

issued by the exam board. 

January- Exam paper issued to 
students. Students select a question/ 

theme to respond to. Prep period 
begins

AO1
Research into chosen photographer/ 

question and starting point/theme. Visual 
responses to the style of chosen 

photographer and techniques used.

AO2
Exploring and developing own ideas in 

relation to starting point and inspired by 
chosen photographer. Exploring techniques 

both visually and through supporting written 
analysis.

AO3
This assessment objective runs though all aspects of the 

course and each assessment objective. It is about the 
quality of your visual and written recording including own 

recorded photographs and plans of shoots.

Shoot 3
Minimum of 200 

photographs in response 
to chosen photographer 

and theme. Final 
refinement to be edited in 

10hr period.

Check point to 
ensure all students 

have a clear plan for 
10 hour exam and 

final outcome. 

Prep deadline- End of February/ 
beginning of March. Teacher will 

set exact date. This deadline 
covers AO1, AO2 and Ao3.

AO4- 10Hour Exam
Creation of final outcome in exam 

conditions. Usually spans over a week 
and exams take place over March and 

first week in April.

Final submission 
of all work once 

exam is completed 
and teachers to 

start the marking 
and moderation 

process.  
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